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C Y N T H I A R E E V E S

CYNTHIA-REEVES Opens Inc i tements of  Fol ly, 

Dawn Black’s Latest  Conversat ion on the Dynamics of  Power 

(New England, New York,  San Francisco)  --  CYNTHIA-REEVES opens Inc i tements 

of  Fol ly,  a new exhib i t ion of  socia l ly  poignant paint ings by Baton Rouge art ist , 

Dawn Black.   The exhib i t ion takes a candid look at  the personi f icat ions of  “ fo l ly” 

wi th in the broader context  of  Black’s pr imary themes: dynamics and imbalances 

of  power;  the constructs of  ident i ty  and se l f  awareness;  and, depict ions of  the 

socia l ly  absurd.  This exhib i t ion marks the art ist ’s th i rd solo exhib i t ion with the gal-

lery,  and features four newly completed paint ings pai red with a se lect ion of  ear l ier, 

seminal  works,  inc luding examples of  her powerfu l  Conceal  Pro ject  ser ies.   The 

art ist ’s recept ion is  on Saturday,  Apr i l  4 f rom 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at  1315 MASS MoCA 

Way, North Adams, MA. 

Unl ike Black’s iconic portra i ts,  Fol ly ’s Burden departs f rom her deft  use of  nega-

t ive space; here,  she covers the ent i re sur face in an array of  ce lest ia l  jewel  tones 

and, in the center  of  th is n ightt ime tableau, she p laces a stark and s ingular  f igure. 

Fol ly,  perched tenuously in the cradle of  a crescent moon, carr ies the symbol  of 

just ice on her s l ight  shoulders.   Her cul tura l  ident i ty,  whi le masked, is  suggested 

by the headscarf  – Lady Just ice re- imagined as a messenger f rom a tumultuous 

c loudscape that has no sol id ground, no foot ing.  The image is  inspi red by Wol fgang 

Amadeus Mozart ’s opera,  The Magic F lute,  speci f ica l ly,  the Queen of  the Night – a 

Queen who is magica l ly  cast  out into the eternal  n ight.

Press Re lease
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The watercolor,  Truth’s Weight,  ref lects on three very separate and disparate 

personal i t ies.  Black’s centra l  f igure,  a peasant in t radi t ional  South Amer ican garb, 

is  walk ing away f rom the v iewer.  Faceless and nameless,  the peasant struggles to 

carry the mani festat ions of  a d issolute cul ture far  removed f rom his own rea l i ty. 

The two women perched on the scales i l lustrate cul tura l  percept ions of  accepted 

female beauty.   On the le f t ,  ideal ized youth,  wi th fet ish ized access-or ies,  parted 

l ips and eyes that  engage her v iewer head on.  The f igure on the r ight  is  gender 

ambiguous, wear ing an inf latable female “dancer fat  su i t”  costume, yet  wi th a 

mascul ine unshaven face.  Above th is mute drama f loats a feather,  an ancient 

Egypt ian symbol  of  the af ter l i fe .  I t  was understood that before one’s soul  may 

reach t rue paradise,  The F ie ld of  Reeds, one’s heart  was weighed against  Ma’at , 

the feather of  t ruth.   Only souls weighing less than the feather were permit ted entry 

to the sacred F ie ld of  Reeds, the Ancient Wor ld’s symbol  of  judgment.

In Muse and Mistress,  one of  the more ambit ious ly s ized paint ings on v iew, Black 

cont inues her explorat ion of  opposing inf luences.  Here,  the centra l  f igure is  a 

young, gaped tooth woman with wide,  dark eyes.   Cloaked in a pur i tan ica l  whi te 

cape are two smal ler,  c landest ine f igures c l ing ing to her neck. Angel  and devi l ,  the 

f igures are by no means stereotypica l .   On the le f t ,  typ ica l ly  the posi t ion held by 

the personi f icat ion of  good, the angel  is  a haggard and v is ib ly  d ist raught skeleton 

out l ined in ye l low. The f igure on the r ight ,  typ ica l ly  the dev i l ,  is  masked ent i re ly  in a 

b lack bodysui t ,  wi th i ts  impl ied sexual  connotat ions.  Black draws inspi rat ion f rom 

the t radi t ional  f loats of  Mardis Gras in Mobi le,  A labama, where the c landest ine 

dark f igure,  Death,  is  u l t imate ly defeated by Fol ly,  adorned in sh immery and f lashy 

colors,  as they chase one another around a “broken column of  l i fe” .
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The inspi rat ion for  the Wonder Wheel  comes f rom a L i fe Magazine image of  water toys 

designed in the 1980’s.   The inf latable,  human-scale hamster wheel  requi res quick 

eye-hand coordinat ion.   The bl indfo lded f igure,  a female hostage, is  a commentary 

on the absurdi ty of  i t  a l l  — a “human” hamster wheel ,  improbably f loat ing in midai r, 

defy ing grav i ty.  Black pai rs th is wi th the i ronic image of  a young chi ld def iant ly 

hold ing a s ign with Glor ia Ste inem’s femin ist  mantra,  “We Shal l  Overcome”.

Dawn Black’s award winning thes is,  Conceal  Pro ject ,  was recent ly  on v iew at  The 

Columbus Museum in Georgia,  (2012),  fo l lowed by subsequent t rave l ing exhib i t ions 

with the Museum of  Paper and Watermark in Fabr iano, I ta ly  (2013);  Fundacion 

Pedro Cano, Blanca, Spain (2012);  Weatherspoon Museum, Greenboro,  North 

Carol ina (2013);  and the Ogden Museum of  Southern Art ,  New Or leans,  LA (2013). 

Black received an MFA in Paint ing and Sculpture in 2001 f rom the Univers i ty  of 

Iowa, and has been awarded severa l  prest ig ious res idencies around the country; 

Bemis Center for  Contemporary Arts,  McCol l  Center for  the Arts,  Lawndale Arts 

Center,  and the V i rg in ia Center for  the Creat ive Arts.  Her work has been prof i led 

in Art  Papers,  Art  in Amer ica,  New Amer ican Paint ings,  The Washington, and The 

Advocate.

For fur ther in format ion on Dawn Black,  p lease v is i t  the onl ine gal lery at  cynth ia-

reeves.com or contact us at  212 714 0044.  P lease note that  the gal lery at  1315 

Mass MoCA Way is  open on Saturdays f rom 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. and by appointment.
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Folly’s Burden, 2015, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 12” x 13 1/2”



C Y N T H I A R E E V E S

Folly’s Burden, 2015, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 12” x 13 1/2”, detail
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Muse and Mistress, 2015, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 46” x 35”
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Truth’s Weight, 2015, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 46” x 35”
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Wonder Wheel, 2015, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 50” x 35”
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Conceal Project Grid 242, 2013, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, each panel 7 1/2” x 5 1/2”
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Dominion, 2014, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 35 3/4” x 33”
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Our Blood, 2011, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 28 1/2” x 22”



C Y N T H I A R E E V E S

Shack Bullies, 2012, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 18” x 24”
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Sirens Song, 2011, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 50” x 74”
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Teenage Blues, 2012, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 15” x 22”
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The Three Ages of Woman, 2010, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper
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Tribunal, 2009, watercolor, ink, and gouache on paper, 22” x 28”
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EDUCATION
2001 Masters of  F ine Arts /  Paint ing & Sculpture,  Univers i ty of  Iowa School  of  Art  & Art   
 History,  Iowa City,  IA
2000 Pr intmaking Studio Summer Program, Scoula d i  Graphica,  Venice,  I ta ly
 1997  Bachelor  of  F ine Arts /  Paint ing,  Louis iana State Univers i ty  School  of  Art ,    
 Baton Rouge, LA
   
SELECT SOLO AND TWO PERSON EXHIBITIONS
2014 Dominion,  Baton Rouge Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
2013 Commentary on History,  Cast le Gal lery,  Col lege of  New Rochel le,  New Rochel le,    
 NY
2012 Conceal  Pro ject ,  Columbus Museum, Columbus, GA
  The Magic Foxhole,  Curator’s Off ice,  Washington, DC
  Work on Paper Biennia l ,  Weatherspoon Museum, Greensboro,  NC
  Summer Salon,  Get This !  Gal lery,  At lanta,  GA
  Fol ly ’s Garden, Baton Rouge Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
  Solo Mujeres,  Miss ion Cul tura l  Center for  Lat ino Arts,  San Francisco, CA
2011 Dawn Black,  CYNTHIA-REEVES New England, Hanover,  NH
  Sleepless Eyes,  Fulcrum Gal lery,  Columbus State Univers i ty,  Columbus, OH
2009 Conceal  Pro ject ,  Curator's Off ice,  Washington, DC
2007 Paint ings by Dawn Black & Lor i  Larusso, Chesapeake Art  Gal lery,  Bel  A i r,  MD
  Vei ls  and Lamentat ions,  Ci ty Arts Gal lery,  CCSF, SF, CA
2005 Inter laced, Kunstoff ice,  Ber l in,  Germany
 Black and Gold,  Jonathan Ferrara Gal lery,  New Or leans,  LA
  H-Hour,  Oculus Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
2001  Trust  the Pyro Techies,  Eve Drewelowe Gal lery,  Iowa City,  IA
  I ron Folds,  Bryon Burford Gal lery,  Iowa City,  IA
2000 Whatever You Love You Are,  Byron Burford Gal lery,  Iowa City,  IA
   
SELECT GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2013 Louis iana Contemporary,  The Ogden Museum of  Southern Art ,  New Or leans,  LA
  Art  Miami,  CYNTHIA-REEVES, Miami,  FL
  Vol ta NY, CYNTHIA-REEVES, New York,  NY
  PULSE New York,  CYNTHIA-REEVES, New York,  NY
  Art13 London, CYNTHIA-REEVES, London, UK

DAWN BLACK
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 Marche d’Acqua, MCF Biennia l ,  Paper and Watermark Museum, Fabr iano, I ta ly    
 ( t rave l ing exhib i t ion)
  Solo Mujeres,  Miss ion Cul tura l  Center for  Lat ino Arts,  San Francisco, CA
2012 Work on Paper Biennia l ,  Weatherspoon Museum, Greensboro,  NC
  Marche d’Acqua, Paper and Watermark Museum, Fabr iano, I ta ly
  Solo Mujeres,  Miss ion Cul tura l  Center for  Lat ino Arts,  San Francisco, CA
2011 Decadence, LSU School  of  Art  Glassel  Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
  AIR Exhib i t ion,  McCol l  Center for  the Arts,  Char lot te,  NC
2010 Round Four,  Lawndale Center for  the Arts,  Houston, TX
  New Members,  Baton Rouge Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
  Creature Comforts,  Anya T ish Gal lery,  Houston, TX
2009 Beyond Appearances,  Lehman Gal lery,  CUNY, Bronx,  NY
  Summer Dock, Curator’s Off ice,  Washington, DC
  MASKED, Studio 33, Bal t imore,  MD
2008 Sel f  Ev ident:  Contemporary Amer ican Sel f-Portra i ture,  MSU, Morehead, KY
2007 Facul ty Show, Los Medanos Col lege,  P i t tsburg,  CA
  Combined Talents,  F lor ida State Univers i ty  Museum of  Art ,  Ta l lahassee, FL
  TVAA Nat ional ,  I rv ing Arts Center,  I rv ing,  TX, Juror:  Andrea Karnes,  Curator,  Fort   
 Worth Museum of  Modern Art
  Transgress ions,  Reynolds Gal lery,  Univers i ty  of  the Paci f ic ,  Stockton, CA
2006 Bay Area Annual ,  Sanchez Art  Center,  Paci f ica,  CA, Juror:  Karen Kienz le,  Curator  
 of  Exhib i ts and Col lect ions,  de Saisset Museum, SCU
  Facul ty Show, Los Medanos Col lege,  P i t tsburg,  CA
  3rd Annual  Nat ional  Jur ied Exhib i t ion,  Novato Art  Center,  Novato,  CA, Juror:    
 Frances McCormack, Professor,  San Francisco Art  Inst i tute
  Pretty Gir ls  & Robots,  Upstate Art ists Gui ld,  A lbany,  NY
2005 Facul ty Show, Los Medanos Col lege,  P i t tsburg,  CA
  Fresh Greens, Shaw Center for  the Arts,  Baton Rouge, LA
2004 No Dead Art ists,  Jonathan Ferrara Gal lery,  New Or leans,  LA
  Blue,  Louis iana State Univers i ty  Art  Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
  Storyte l lers,  Los Medanos Col lege,  P i t tsburg,  CA
  White L ight Night,  Red Shoes Center,  Baton Rouge, LA
2003 Endless Summer,  LSU Art  Gal lery,  Baton Rouge, LA
2002 MFA Thesis Show, Univers i ty  of  Iowa Museum of  Art ,  Iowa City,  IA
  Midwest T icket,  Gal lery 119, Chicago, IL
2001 Vertebrates are Strong, L inn Street  Gal lery,  Iowa City,  IA
  Summer Paint ing,  Mandala,  Oxford,  IA
  The Big Show, Checkered Space, Iowa City,  IA
2000 Appendage, Eve Drewelowe Gal lery,  Iowa City,  IA
  Science Fai r,  Univers i ty  of  Iowa Museum of  Art ,  Iowa City,  IA
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COLLECTIONS
2012 Paper and Watermark Museum, Fabr iano, I ta ly
  Columbus Art  Museum, Columbus, GA
   
AWARDS AND GRANTS
2013 Grand Pr ize,  Louis iana Contemporary,  The Ogden Museum of  Southern Art ,  New  
 Or leans,  LA
2012 Joan Mitchel l  Foundat ion Grant Nominee
  Honorable Ment ion,  Marche d’Acqua, Paper and Watermark Museum, Fabr iano,   
 I ta ly
  Louis iana Div is ion of  the Arts,  Career Advancement Grant
2011 Louis iana Div is ion of  the Arts,  Creat ive Capi ta l  Workshop Grant
2007 Exhib i t ion Honorar ium, Transgress ions,  Univers i ty  of  the Paci f ic ,  Stockton, CA
2006 3rd Place Award, Northern Art  League of  Cal i forn ia,  Novato,  CA 
00-01 Madison Scholarship,  Univers i ty  of  Iowa, Iowa City,  IA
  Teaching Fel lowship,  Univers i ty  of  Iowa, IA
   
ARTIST RESIDENCIES
2012 Bemis Center for  Contemporary Arts,  Omaha, NE
2011 V is i t ing Art ist/Scholar  Program, Columbus State Univers i ty,  Columbus, GA
  McCol l  Center for  V isual  Arts,  Char lot te,  NC
2009 Lawndale Art  Center,  Houston, TX
  Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for  the Arts,  Nebraska Ci ty,  NE (a l ternate)   
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