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ERICK JOHNSON

Erick Johnson pursues a well-defined exploration of color in these rigorous geometric paintings. It is
the clear definition of line and grid that provide him with the perfect context for his work with organic
palettes: soft blues, muted reds, clear yellows. The current series is about repetition and iteration.
Through the use of a recurring device based on squares and triangles, the blurred horizontal bands

of color become diffused, as if seen from a fast-moving vehicle.

There is a luscious quality to how Johnson employs the paint, addressing each quadrant of his
paintings with great care and deliberation — all in service of the beautiful tonalities contained in his
paintings. They become investigations of how relationships of rhythm, form and color can convey
lived experience and emotion. How do they interact, particularly when examined against the wish for
balance and harmony, which are unpredictable. That instability is communicated by Johnson’s active

brushwork, leading the viewer beyond the boundaries of the canvas.
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Erick Johnson, Conveyor I, 2017
oil on canvas, 30 x 32 inches
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Erick Johnson, Centerpole, 2017
oil on canvas, 12 x 14 inches
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Erick Johnson, Double Positive, 2016
oil on canvas, 30 x 40 inches
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Erick Johnson, Enhamhet, 2017
oil on canvas, 30 x 40 inches
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Erick Johnson, In Through the Out Door, 2018
oil on canvas, 48 x 52 inches
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Erick Johnson, Split Positive, 2016
oil on canvas, 23 x 28 inches
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MALCOLM WRIGHT

Trained in Japan under the tutelage of one of Japan’s living masters in the ceramic arts, Malcolm

/; ::\«\ - embraces the discipline of working with clay, and fuses it with an insistence on surprise, serendipity,
/ ‘.\ \ and unknowingness. His enduring question is “what if”, as in: what if he allows the clay to simply fold
:;"J '\ on itself, or collapse in the kiln, or bump shoulders with another piece while being fired....? Each of

Y - ‘ these free-form experiments yields yet another unexpected form, which otherwise could not come

; /‘ : ‘ about, and which will never again be repeated. Fearless in his approach, Wright is willing to allow

forms to fail, and to be delighted by the outcomes — a different kind of beauty, one that actually mimics

much more closely the naturalism of nature itself.

Malcolm Wright lived and worked for decades in the woods of Marlboro Vermont, where he built a

24’ Kiln, fired twice annually — an event that became a magnet for friends and admirers to come and

watch the marathon firing. He now lives close to Burlington, and has given up the hand-built kiln,

making this exhibition of his work a rare and precious opportunity to see these beautiful sculptural

forms.
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Malcolm Wright, The Rhino, 2007
wood fired brick clay, 10 72 x 12 ¥2 x 7 inches
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Malcolm Wright, Two Leaning Forms, 2007
wood fired brick clay, 13 7% x 11 % x 8 3% inches
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Malcolm Wright, Three Figures, 2007
wood fired brick clay, 13 x 8 x 6 inches
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Malcolm Wright, Folded Tube, 2009
wood fired brick clay, 9 72 x 8 % x 9 inches
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Malcolm Wright, Three Part Ring, 2006
wood fired brick clay, 14 ¥2 x 15 2 x 5 ¥2inches
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Malcolm Wright, S Curve Pair One, 2011
wood fired brick clay, 103 x 11 2 x 8 inches
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ON-SITE PROJECT

Erick Johnson and Malcolm Wright, 2018
CYNTHIA-REEVES, The Barn at 28 Main Sreet, Walpole, NH
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